European Journal of Cancer (2012) 48, 949-960

Available at www.sciencedirect.com

%]
tTd
-
@

SciVerse ScienceDirect

journal homepage: www.ejconline.com m

Rare thoracic cancers, including peritoneum mesothelioma
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KEYWORDS Abstract Rare thoracic cancers include those of the trachea, thymus and mesothelioma
Population-based cancer (including peritoneum mesothelioma). The aim of this study was to describe the incidence,
registry prevalence and survival of rare thoracic tumours using a large database, which includes cancer
Europe patients diagnosed from 1978 to 2002, registered in 89 population-based cancer registries
Incidence (CRs) and followed-up to 31st December 2003.

Prevalence Over 17,688 cases of rare thoracic cancers were selected based on the list of the RACECARE
Survival project.

Cancer of thymus Mesothelioma was the most common tumour (19 per million per year) followed by epithelial
Cancer of trachea tumours of the trachea and thymus (1.3 and 1.7, respectively). The age standardised incidence
Mesothelioma rates of epithelial tumours of the trachea was double in Eastern and Southern Europe versus

the other European regions: 2 per million per year. Epithelial tumours of the thymus had the
lowest incidence in Northern and Eastern Europe and UK and Ireland' and somewhat higher
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incidence in Central and Southern Europe.? Highest incidence in mesothelioma was seen in
UK and Ireland®® and lowest in Eastern Europe.*

Patients with tumours of the thymus had the best prognosis (1-year survival 85%, 66% at
5 years). Five year survival was lowest for the mesothelioma 5% compared to 14% of patients
with tumours of the trachea. Mesothelioma was the most prevalent rare cancer (12,000 cases),
followed by thymus (7000) and trachea (1400).

Cancer Registry (CR) data play an important role in revealing the burden of rare thoracic can-
cers and monitoring the effect of regulations on asbestos use and smoking related policies.
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