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Trends in net survival from cervical cancer in six European
Latin countries: results from the SUDCAN

population-based study

Annemie Haelens?, Laurent Roche®9, Joana Bastos®, Anne-Sophie Woronoff’,
Manuel Zorzi® and Julie Francart®; the GRELL EUROCARE-5 Working Group*

Cancer survival is a key measure of the effectiveness of a
healthcare system. As differences in healthcare systems are
present among European Latin countries, it is of interest to
look specifically at their similarities and differences in terms
of cancer survival. Incident cases were extracted from the
EUROCARE-V database for France, Italy, Spain,
Switzerland, Portugal, and Belgium. One and 5-year net
survivals (NS) were calculated for the period 2000-2004
using the Pohar-Perme estimator. Trends in NS over the
1992-2004 period and changes in the pattern of cancer
excess mortality rate until 5 years after diagnosis were
examined using a multivariate excess mortality rate model.
There were moderate differences in age-standardized NS
between countries (5-year NS range: 83-88%), but
significant differences in the age groups 15-54 and

55-74 years (at 5 years up to + 16 and + 18% between any
two countries). During the study period, excess mortality
and NS improved in Italy, Spain, and Portugal. In Italy and
Portugal, this improvement was slightly similar at ages 40,
55, and 70 whereas, in Spain, there was a sharp increase in
NS at age 55. Because of this improvement, excess
mortality and NS were similar in all six countries in 2004.
Excess mortality peaked around 1 year after diagnosis in

the youngest ages, but decreased gradually in the elderly.
Detailed analyses showed differences in excess mortality
and NS from cervical cancer between European Latin
countries. However, these differences decreased over the
study period because of the considerable improvement in
Spain, ltaly, and Portugal. European Journal of Cancer
Prevention 25:5S92-S99 Copyright © 2016 Wolters Kluwer
Health, Inc. All rights reserved.
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